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Sports Editor
It’s an early-December evening at
Taylor University. With finals approaching, everyone has made
their way to Odle Arena. The bleachers and sidelines are packed to the
brim with college students wearing wild costumes. Teletubbies, Jim
Harbaugh impersonators and human-sized hot dogs dot the crowd.
None of these oddly-attired college students make a sound. The
game remains quiet, the fans
hushed. Then, a bucket is made. The
silence is broken. The whole gym descends into chaos as the previously
silent students flood onto the court.
This is what Silent Night has become. The annual tradition has
transformed from a simple game
students attended in pajamas into
a sporting spectacle. On Dec. 6 at
6 p.m., the Trojan men’s basketball team will take the floor against
Ohio–Chillicothe as the madness of
Silent Night continues.
So, what happened? What made
this game go from simply the last
home game before finals to absolute madness?
Silent Night, for all the recognition it has gathered, had humble
beginnings. Before the outrageous
costumes and court-storming, students attended the last home game
before finals in pajamas, a tradition
which can be traced back to the
1980s. After the game, the students
would make the short trek over to
the Dining Commons, where they
would enjoy hot chocolate and
a recitation of “The Night Before
Christmas” from President Emeritus
Jay Kesler, who was typically dressed
as Santa Claus.

Staff
depart
center
Two additional
counselors resign
Matthew Phillips

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Silent Night has a history of attracting crazy costumes and many dedicated students.

The tradition of staying silent until a certain point was scored started
in 1997. According to Taylor alumnus
Tab Bamford (’02), former sports editor for The Echo and Trojan basketball superfan, before the tradition
of the 10th point became a part of
the event, The Echo sports section
would inform the students of how
many points they needed to wait before celebrating. Some years it could
be 10, other years it could be 12.
Somewhere along the line, the
10th point became a part of the tradition which has stuck ever since.
Starting in 2012, Taylor is charged
a timeout after the 10th point, giving
the students time to storm the court
and release all their pent-up energy from being silent for the opening
part of the game.
Since then, the popularity and exposure of the game has continuously grown.
No one had ever heard of Taylor or
Upland, Indiana, but people began
to hear about Silent Night.

CBS Sports writer Kyle Boone
called it, “one of the most underrated, underappreciated traditions in
all of college basketball.”
In 2010, ESPN’s Eamonn Brennan
wrote a short piece on the event.
The Duke University men’s basketball team’s official Twitter account
tweeted a video of the event, comparing the event’s crowd to that of
their famed “Cameron Crazies” student section.
That was only the beginning.
Major media outlets like NBC,
Fox, USA Today and Sports Illustrated started covering the event.
ESPN programs began discussing
the event. Justin Bieber even posted a video of an Olson flash mob
performing to Bieber’s rendition
“Drummer Boy” at halftime of
2011’s Silent Night on his Facebook
account.
Then in 2015, ESPN came to campus and did a full feature on the
event, covering it and creating a
nearly four-minute long segment

that aired on “SportsCenter.”
Bamford was one of the first people to wear a costume instead of
pajamas to the game. As a Trojan
basketball fan, he loves what Silent
Night has become.
“It’s really encouraging that it’s
continued to be a thing and that
fans still get into it,” Bamford said.
“It’s gone from bananas to an absolute riot. And I love that. I’m envious
of what it has become.”
As the Trojans prepare for the
matchup with Ohio–Chillicothe,
Head Coach Josh Andrews gets
ready to coach his seventh Silent
Night game.
With his team dropping the first
ever Silent Night game last season,
Andrews knows they will have to be
ready and stay concentrated.
“What’s interesting about Silent Night, is that it comes between
two conference games in the same
week,” Andrews said. “So our guys
will have to be really good at taking
SILENT NIGHT continues on Page 2

Managing Editor
Two more part-time counselors
resigned from Taylor’s Counseling Center this week, Jesse Brown,
dean of students, told The Echo on
Dec. 4.
However, the two counselors will
remain in the center through the
end of finals week to serve students,
along with the other part-time
counselor and the three graduate
counseling interns currently on
staff, Brown said.
The Counseling Center will also
feature additional open hours available for walk-ins during finals week,
he said.
Despite the recent staffing changes, the Counseling Center will be
open for students throughout
J-term, with at least one part-time
counselor and four graduate counseling interns, he said.
In addition, Taylor has posted a
job listing for part-time counselors
on the university website in hopes
of hiring additional counselors for
J-term.
“We understand mental health is
a concern that students have and
we want to be able to provide that
support as they are here at Taylor,” Brown said in a Nov. 15 Echo
article. “... we want to do what we
can to provide counseling services
to students.”
If students have further questions about the counseling center,
they can contact the center directly or Brown for more information.
echo@taylor.edu
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The women’s soccer team made it to the National Tournament for the first time in program history. The team lost in the
first round, but had a program-defining season with 12 wins and the appearance in nationals.
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The future of Christian colleges looks grim
Colleges face lower
enrollment rates
Ansley Kary
& Ellie Tiemens
Staff Writers

Cincinnati Christian University is
closing its doors.
On Oct. 28, the university announced it would cease to be an accredited degree offering institution
at the end of the fall semester.
The news came on the heels of
the Higher Learning Commission’s
July report, which detailed threats to
Cincinnati Christian’s accreditation
including decreasing enrollment,
falling retention rates and loan repayment, as stated in the Cincinnati
Business Courier.
On Nov. 13, Admissions Counselor Michael Miller, University Registrar Janet Rogers and Kim Overbey,
director of teacher certification attended Cincinnati Christian’s transfer fair, in hopes of persuading
students to transfer to Taylor.
According to Rogers, they received a couple of transcripts right
off the bat and hope to gain a few
more. Currently, one student has
given their unofficial commitment
to Taylor for spring 2020.
Additionally, Indiana Wesleyan
University announced on Aug. 27 the
termination of several faculty positions by the end of the 2019-20 school
year, according to The Sojourn.
“We were looking at an ongoing
budget deficit trend, and the only
way we can get to a healthy budget
that positions us for serving students
well into the future is that we had to
reset the number of employees we
have,” said Rod Reed, Indiana Wesleyan University’s chancellor, in an
article published in The Sojourn.
Facing similar pressures, Anderson University made the decision to
cut five faculty members along with
seven or eight staff members.
In addition, each department is
cutting spending by 20%, according
to an article by The Andersonian.

Photograph provided by Elese Bales

Many Christian colleges, including Indiana Wesleyan (shown above) and Taylor, are encountering decreased enrollment.

“I think we’re all in the same boat,”
Rogers said, stating that Christian
schools with a similar demographic
to Taylor are seeing slight declines in
enrollment as well.
Earlier this year, Taylor reported
a lower enrollment than expected,
along with an estimated $2 million
budget deficit.
Rogers and Steve Mortland, vice
president of enrollment and strategic institutional engagement, said
Taylor’s dip in enrollment was due
to some students who withdrew and
didn’t return in the fall.
The recent trends of lower enrollment are also the result of a decline
in midwestern and northeastern

high school graduates from which
Taylor is able to recruit, Mortland added.
According to Mortland, by 2025
the number of available Midwest
high school graduates will decline
by 15%.
When examining the negative impacts of the decrease in enrollment
on schools like Taylor, questions
about Taylor’s future are raised.
“Taylor has a history of meeting
difficult challenges, and of working through daunting circumstances,” said Interim President Paige
Cunningham. “God has been faithful to provide what was needed for
the time. I am confident that He

will again guide us through this
next chapter.”
In order to maintain enrollment,
Taylor will need to gain a larger number of students in a shrinking pool,
expand their reach to other parts of
the country and world and develop
programs to attract non-traditional
students, Mortland said.
Additionally, Taylor will be recruiting more first-generation college
students as well as students from
diverse backgrounds, Cunningham
said.
“Taylor has strong programs,
meaningful traditions and a history of delivering outstanding results,” Mortland said. “Taylor is not

in ‘survival mode’ which many other schools are, so it is from this position that decision will be made to
strengthen Taylor for the coming demographic changes.”
Strengthening Taylor’s enrollment will also involve continuing the
school’s current enrollment policies,
including transferring credits.
For most prospective students, the
decision to transfer schools comes
down to money or how many AP or
dual enrollment credits would transfer over, Rogers said. On average, students are coming in with eight to 12
AP or dual enrollment credits.
It is the job of the registrar’s office
to help students transfer credits to

Student social media accounts build community

Memes reflect life
on Taylor’s campus
Ethan Rice
Staff Writer

The age of social media is here
and now.
As the digital realm of the internet brings the world closer together, social media takes
connections a step further, giving instant updates on individuals’ lives, as well as organizations,
businesses and other entities.
Colleges and universities are
no exception.
Schools take care to maintain
quality social media presences in
order to share information with
students and alumni while creating an attractive image for potential new students and donors.
Taylor is no stranger to social
media, boasting a Facebook account with over 25,000 followers and an Instagram account
with over 9,350 followers. Different groups across campus have
their own social media accounts,
including sports teams and academic programs.
However, Taylor’s online presence is not limited to the accounts directly maintained by
the school. In recent years several
new accounts — particularly on
Instagram — have gained popularity among the student body for
their work satirizing and poking
fun at life on campus in Upland.
These include @tayloru_memes, a meme account; @barstooltaylor, a collection of eccentric
moments caught on video; and
@overheard_tu, which shares
anonymous quotations taken out
of context.
With over 2,000 current followers, @tayloru_memes is the most
successful of these accounts, dispensing wide-ranging university

Photograph by Jared Hagan

Social media sites and the memes many provide have taken storm on campus.

inside jokes integrated into wellknown online meme formats.
The owners of the account
are anonymous and prefer to
stay that way. Some of the memes published on the page are
original, while others are accepted by submission through
direct messaging.
Jim Garringer, director of media relations, helps manage Taylor’s online presence and has
occasionally come across these
unofficial student-led accounts,
many of which he finds amusing,
he said.
Garringer isn’t concerned
such satire might impact the image of the university, believing it

would take something far more
significant than a meme or a
filmed prat-fall to damage Taylor’s reputation.
“By and large, I trust our students,” Garringer said. “The community tends to police itself.”
Reflecting on the role of the internet in creating an image for
an entity like Taylor, he aims to
create content which maximizes
user engagement while presenting a picture of what life is like
on campus.
According to Garringer, social
media is an expression of the user,
in which posts and accounts take
on the personality of the person
running them. The main goal,

he says, is to be authentic and
to honor God with the things
we say or do, whether in person
or online.
Last year, junior Reilly LaRose
found his own actions displayed
across social media, much to his
surprise, when a video of him
wielding a lightsaber in the dark
outside of Samuel Morris Hall was
posted to @barstooltaylor.
LaRose wasn’t following any of
the student accounts then, so he
found out about his sudden leap
to fame from a friend who recognized him from the video.
“It was great,” LaRose said of
the experience. “It was fun to see
people enjoying what I do for fun.”

A year later, LaRose still doesn’t
follow the account which featured him, or any of the others,
but enjoys a good laugh from
their content when it is shared
by his friends.
Reflecting on his own experience and the other content he
has seen, LaRose believes such
accounts are a wholesome and
healthy way to engage the community, quoting 2 Corinthians
10:5.
“Paul says we take every
thought captive to make it
obedient to Christ. I think we
should do so for memes as well,”
LaRose said.
echo@taylor.edu

help offset the cost of college.
Currently, enrollment is not just
the work of admissions, Mortland
said. Faculty and staff also play a
large part in delivering the Taylor
product.
“For all current students, the
strength of Taylor is important for
more than just the four years they
spend on campus,” Mortland said.
“Students can also contribute by
how they engage with and invest in
the Taylor community. Living out
the LTC and caring for each other
will have the most significant impact on retention and overall enrollment health.”
echo@taylor.edu
SILENT NIGHT continued from

it one day at a time.”
Andrews admitted it’s hard to stay
entirely focused on the game in front
of them.
While he wants the game to be as
routine as possible, he encourages
his players to take the moment in.
“After Tuesday’s game we talk
to our guys and say ‘We are going
to enjoy these next few days,’” Andrews said. “It’s just so special. We
get to be center stage for a community event.”
Senior guard Mason Degenkolb,
who has started in all three Silent
Night games of his career, said the
team tries to keep it as routine as
possible heading into the game.
However, much like his coach,
Degenkolb understands the importance of enjoying such a unique moment and tradition.
“After I graduate I’ll be able to be
proud of being a part of something
that was a lot bigger than just me,”
Degenkolb said. “Looking back and
being able to say ‘I played in that
game’ is really special.”
As the event has been molded
into what it is today and the fame
around it grows, Silent Night remains uniquely Taylor. Even in the
madness and exposure, the event
remains true to its roots.
While other schools have their
homecomings, dances and other
big events to remember, Taylor has
Silent Night.
“Silent Night is the quintessential shared experience at Taylor,”
Bamford said. “It’s the one moment the entire student body can
look back on.”
With all eyes turned to tiny Odle
Arena and tiny Upland, the Trojan men’s basketball team will tip
against Ohio-Chillicothe at 6 p.m.
With the students watching and
collectively losing their sanity on
the 10th point, the Taylor community will write yet another chapter
in this truly special tradition.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Woody and Neal hope to shed light on the
type of community available outside of the
violence — the type of community
unified as one clique. “
Clothing clique for community
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Bridging barriers between religions
Students share
faith at conference
Sarah Wordhouse
Staff Writer

At the Neighborly Faith Conference, senior Carissa Zaffiro discovered new truths and
perspectives.
Specifically, she learned Christians do not have to check their
convictions at the door.
The conference, held at Wheaton College on Nov. 1–2, showcased this truth by gathering
Muslims and Christians for a
time of sharing differing beliefs
and stories. Twenty-two speakers
spoke about various topics, including what Christians are doing well as neighbors and where
they fall short.
Zaffiro, who serves as co-president of Taylor Student Organizations (TSO) Global Engagement
cabinet, worked logistics for the
conference, making sure the
speakers were comfortable and
everything was as it should be.
Although she helped run the
conference and was not just
an attendee, she still gained an
eye-opening experience.
Through the conference, Zaffiro
was able to increase her previous
knowledge of interfaith friendships by learning how evangelism
begins with friendship.
“It is possible to be in a friendship with someone, be fully committed to Jesus, want to evangelize
to (your) neighbor and share the
love of Christ with them,” Zaffiro said. “But, I do think the best
way to do that is through genuine
friendship. A lot of the times in
evangelicalism, we lead with the
good news, and I think there’s a
beautiful and pure heart behind
that. (But) they have no reason to
listen to you if you’re not friends or
in a relationship with them. (Take)
the time to get to know them and
their religion first.”
At the interfaith conference,
the most important aspect was
creating an atmosphere of dialogue. Zaffiro said Christians
should move past the uncomfortableness of differing religions and

work toward meeting the other in
the middle.
Zaffiro heard about a male Muslim who told a story about attending a Catholic school. While all his
Catholic friends were supportive
of his religion, they did not seem
to support him or stand by him
during Islamic tragedies. Rather,
their political outrage would catch
fire on topics affecting Christians
like the Easter bombings in Sri
Lanka, but the spark would die
out when it came to the bombing
of a mosque.
This caused him to feel alone
and not understood.
“I think it’s because we as Christians don’t really know what to do
with Islam all the time and we
don’t know how to approach the
faith or its people in a way that allows us to be allies or friends,” Zaffiro said. “That felt particularly
poignant for me as I thought about
how do I be a support system to my
Muslim neighbors when a mosque
gets bombed? When a church gets
bombed, it is really easy to be like
this is the worst thing that’s ever
happened. But if an Islamic place
of worship gets bombed, what is
our role as Christians?”
Man of the speakers such as
Shadi Hamid, Luke Goodrich,
Kristian Deede Johnson and Anwar Khan touched on different
aspects of the Christian faith and
how to break local borders and
create interfaith dialogue.
For sophomore Grace Christodoss, her expectations were exceeded by both the speakers and
the conference itself.
“Going into the conference, I
was not entirely sure what to expect,” Christodoss said. “I think I
just assumed that it would be the
typical talk about how we should
love our neighbors and how Muslims ought to be loved by Christians too . . . The conference
speakers showed us how to love
our Muslim neighbor, but they did
this by exposing the way in which
we often frame Islam and Muslims. We can love our neighbors
by learning about them, helping
them in their religious liberty and
seeking to understand their religion and views in a respectful way.”
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Sophomores Hope Thomas and Grace Christodoss and junior Tori MacDonald shared a meal
and conversation with Muslims at Wheaton College’s Neighborly Faith Conference.

Although the topic of interfaith
dialogue is one Zaffiro said many
Christians find difficult to discuss, the atmosphere at the conference remained accepting and
expectant.
Members from both religions
have maintained a posture of hospitality toward one another, which
included Christians being invited
to a Muslim mosque, Zaffiro said.
Twice a year, the Islamic Center of Wheaton holds an open
house where the members allow
the public to share in a meal, observe the call to prayer and pray
with other Muslims. The hospitality Zaffiro felt was similarly experienced by Christodoss.
“This was the first time I got
to visit a mosque and it was truly eye-opening for me,” Christodoss said. “The hospitality and
kindness shown to me was something that was beautiful and exciting. Being able to see Christians
and Muslims talking and getting
to know one another was something that was really beautiful and
not something I had seen before.
I think it’s a great step in loving
our neighbors.”
The experience of attending the

mosque and the conference allowed Zaffiro to understand that
religious pluralism — the idea of
the diversity of religious belief systems co-existing in society — exists in the world. However, Zaffiro
said it is not something Christians
should use as an excuse to neglect
relationships with members of different religions.
In fact, Zaffiro believes the best
way to begin an interfaith dialogue is to stand firm in the belief
of Christ’s sovereignty and respect
other religions in a way that glorifies God. Then, conversations
about differing beliefs can be discussed in a respectful and comfortable way.
According to Christodoss, interfaith communication can be
interpreted as the compromising
of one’s faith. However, Christodoss found Christians are called
to go beyond themselves and love
their neighbors.
“We are all made in the image
of God and we are called to love
everyone — that doesn’t exclude
Muslims,” Christodoss said.
Zaffiro believes interfaith dialogue is crucial to not only bettering oneself but also becoming

a better friend and follower of
Christ. For this reason, Zaffiro
hopes an interfaith cabinet will
be installed as part of TSO to
publicize and create a better atmosphere for interfaith communication, both in and out of the
Taylor community.
Religious pluralism is a fact of
life Zaffiro believes everyone will
have to come to terms with when
they leave their religious communities. This includes Christians,
which is why Zaffiro thinks it is
better to establish relationships
now because the longer someone
waits, the more opportunities for
friendships are lost.
“You don’t have to check your
own convictions at the door,”
Zaffiro said. “I get to fully make
known that I love Jesus and I’m
a Christian in interfaith dialogue.
In fact, it gives the other person
space to be fully (committed to)
their religion as well. It’s not some
scary thing where you have to act
like a closet-Christian. I think my
own faith has been deepened by
having interfaith dialogue. It truly does help me show the love of
Jesus to my neighbor.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Clothing clique for community
Students start brand
for unity and diversity
Claire Nieshalla
Staff Editor

Sophomores Dattrick Woody
and Brandon Neal left behind
the violence of their hometown
to advocate for unity through
their clothing line — 1Clique.
Both of the entrepreneurs call
Englewood, a neighborhood in
Chicago home. Englewood is one
of the most violent areas of Chicago and is known for its gang
density, frequent shootings and
drugs. Woody and Neal had firsthand experience with these horrors and understood the need for
change in their community.
Woody and Neal hope to shed
light on the type of community
available outside of the violence
— the type of community unified as one clique.
They believe the message of
breaking the chains of generational poverty must start with
the youth. Through their leadership, they want to influence
young Englewood residents before they fall into the cycle of
poor decisions.
“(Englewood youth) believe
that they can only make it out
by rapping or playing a sport,”
Woody said. “We want to show
you can also go to college.”
By creating the 1Clique clothing line, Woody and Neal expressed their devotion to the
cause of promoting positive
community back home and
wherever their merchandise is
worn.

Currently, the leaders in Englewood are drug dealers, but
these sophomores are determined to set a much-needed
positive example by pursuing
higher education.
“We want to be leaders in our
community . . . we just want to
show the youth there is a way
out,” Woody said.
Coming from a place that
lacked edifying community,
Woody and Neal were quick to
realize a different, yet similar
void amidst the Taylor community. What they saw was the
same ethnic groups sitting with
each other at meals, weary to
engage in each others’ cultures.
They believe this divide comes
from a place of not understanding other cultures, but that this
should not divide a community.
In response to their call to
leadership, Woody and Neal
started their clothing company
once they arrived at Taylor to
stir the change they saw needed in both Chicago and Upland.
Since they introduced the line
during the spring of their freshman year, they hand-pressed designs in their dorm room.
They offer t-shirts, joggers,
crewnecks and hoodies. 1Clique
hats are coming soon.
One feature of 1Clique’s merchandise is their tie-dye clothing. To Woody and Neal, it is
much more than bright colors
tied and dyed to make a neat pattern. When someone wears a tiedye 1Clique sweatshirt they are
advocating for the unity which
can be the result of “mix and
match.”

Photograph provided by 1Clique Instagram

Interim President Paige Cunningham has joined in on
the 1Clique movement.

The philosophy of mix and
match is that community does
not have to mean all one type,
preference or skin tone. The
brand’s mission statement — to
mix and match culture and diversity to bring communities together — backs this up.
1Clique provides bold statements for those who may feel
underrepresented or those who
simply want to advocate for the
mission. Either way, Woody and
Neal want their customers to
wear 1Clique proudly.
As gang violence continues to
divide Chicago, Woody and Neal
continue to dream of the day
when the city could become one.
Through their business and
advocacy, Woody and Neal
hope they are encouraging this
mission of diversity, inclusivity and community. Neal said he
hopes people can take on a new

Photograph provided by Jazmin Tuscani

Junior Nate Canales modeled 1Clique for Taylor’s fashion show, Fabrica, on Nov. 22.

openness to this.
“Start off with an open mind . .
. Come into the community with
the mindset that not everyone is
like you, grew up like you, speaks
like you or acts like you,” Neal

said. “Just because they grew up
differently or act differently, it’s
not bad.”
Now, when Woody and Neal
visit home, the Englewood community views them as heroes

who chose to pursue what was
thought to be impossible and
now desire to bring along with
them both their community
back home and the one at Taylor.
echo@taylor.edu
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Six de-stressing tips in time for finals week

Photograph by Jared Hagan

(Left) Freshman Justin Foster, junior Landon Morgan and Sophomore Luke Holwerda destress before finals over a game of Catan.

Stress-relief from finals
Victoria Lawson
Staff Writer

Whether this is your first or fourth
finals week in college, stress is
a common denominator in every student’s experience. Be prepared to face your finals with these
de-stressing do’s and don’ts in your
back pocket! can coexist around
the table.
If all else fails, visualize yourself
going to Silent Night with your
floor, eating Christmas cookies at
the after party and then celebrating the holidays with loved ones.
You’re almost there — finish strong!
echo@taylor.edu

DO:

DON’T:

Use your grounding exercises. For those of us who are especially
anxiety-prone, grounding exercises are important to practice. Whenever
you start to feel yourself spiraling too deep into your head, take a step back
and ground yourself using sensory items. Diffuse oils, describe aloud the
physical properties of the nearest tangible objects, or take a break to listen
to your favorite song. Breathe and take your time — there’s no use pushing
through writing that paper if your mind feels too scrambled to put words on
the page.

Skip meals. You can and should take at least 30 minutes out of your day
to eat something. Fuel up your brain and don’t give into the temptation to
trade sustenance for study time — just think, do you really want to be that kid
at the library or the exam whose stomach can be heard from the other side
of the room? Stressful.

Avoid isolation. Even if you’re an introvert or prefer to study all by yourself
in a quiet environment, come out every once and awhile to see your friends
— even if it’s just a brief interaction. Remembering you are surrounded by
people who care can take you out of your “study bubble” and place you
back into the bigger picture. Then you can return to your nook at the back
of the library and start afresh, by yourself or with a buddy.
Pay attention to stress signals in your body. As you study — or even
during your exams — be mindful of your physical posture. Take time every
half hour or so to unclench your jaw, relax your shoulders, or roll your
neck. Before or after an intense academic session, blow off your extra steam
through exercise — hit the KSAC or run around the loop. Then, if you want,
keep going, following the horizon. Don’t stop.

Pull all-nighters. All-nighters are seldom worth it. Sleep is essential for
academic success and you’re much more likely to be productive when
you’re rested than when your eyes are burning at 4 a.m. while the words
are swimming on the page. Sleep is a great stress reliever and will leave you
ready to try again — and even five hours of sleep is better than none.
Let your grades define you. Few things are more stressful than the
crippling misconception that your Bib Lit final grade is going to inevitably
set the tone for the rest of your academic career. Pursue excellence,
not perfection, and let grace triumph over the stress that comes with
perfectionism. Good study habits paired with prayer go a long way, but if
you do happen to do poorly on a project, paper or exam, it’s not the end
of the world. Honor your efforts if you did the best you could or resolve to
do better next time.

Senior reflects on lessons from college experiences at Taylor
Grass is greener where
you choose to water it
Naomi Noyes
Contributor

Trying to sum up what I have
learned at Taylor over the past
3.5 years is a tough task. I mean,
come on, Thanksgiving with all
my relatives was hard enough.
Coming up with a quick elevator pitch that doesn’t sound
like I’m completely clueless as
to what I learned or where I am
going next is easier said than
done. But as I think about the
many little things I’ve learned
since being here, there are plenty of simple takeaways which I’d
like to share with you.
One of the biggest things I’ve
learned during my time at Taylor is “the grass is always greener,” but it’s greener where you
choose to water it. As cliché as
this sounds, I’ve never found
peace and contentment when
comparing my college experience to others.
Being a three-sport college
athlete and student worker has
made my time at Taylor full. I
definitely had seasons where I
struggled being grateful for my
situation. As my time here at
Taylor is ending, I look back at

my choice to run collegiately
and am thankful for all the tough
moments.
Running seven days a week
year-round has definitely had its
challenges, but it’s also helped
me develop a strong work ethic and learn perseverance, sacrifice, and — most importantly
— thankfulness for the opportunity to run and appreciate
the gift God gave me to do so!
Regardless of your situation at
Taylor, I encourage you to water
the grass where you are because
only then will you start to see everything around you as blessings
instead of burdens.
Another important lesson I’ve
learned many times over is that
with every choice there is also
sacrifice. When I choose to put
people before my school work,
I may be gaining a lot of great
memories but may also sacrifice
a better grade on an assignment.
The same goes for putting school
before relationships; when I
have worked long and hard on
an art project that I am proud
of, I know that I probably missed
out on some really great opportunities to hangout with friends
or do something I wanted to do.
Taylor is a great place to say
yes to a lot of things but also to
learn to say no. I think we all
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Senior Naomi Noyes presented her senior art show last month.

struggle with fear of missing out
— FOMO — and no freshman will
have it figured out from the start.
However, I’d like to think that after four years you will start to
see the importance of relationships, as well as putting your all
into your major.
Relationships have obviously been an important — if not
the most important — part of
my Taylor experience. They haven’t all been easy and to tell
you the truth, there were a lot of
times where they were difficult

to maintain. Some of my friendships have failed and some have
changed and faded.
Even though those transitions
have been hard, I have also come
to appreciate the faithful friends
who have loved me through all
my good and bad (I’ll tell ya right
now, those are the lifelong ones,
I’m sure of it). But one of the
coolest things God has taught
me at Taylor is how to love people well. It’s easy to love people
the way you know how to love,
but it’s harder to love people the

way they feel love.
For example, my best friend
and roommate is a huge “gift giver” while I really am not. But one
way I can love her is to buy her a
cup of coffee on a day she’s feeling stressed or simply because
I want to appreciate her. If you
want to know how to intentionally love your friends, spend
some time learning how they
show and feel love.
Lastly, I want to say that Taylor has been one of the most formative places for my faith, which

I hope is true for anyone who
makes Taylor their home. When
I look back, I see the many ways
that I’ve gotten to know and
love God more and more. Chapels, Lighthouse trips, sports,
friendships, dorm life, navigating family relationships from far
away, college classes — the list
goes on.
Taylor has been a great place
to learn so much about God and
choose Him through all the good
and bad times. I think it would
be hard to leave Taylor unaffected. I am thankful Taylor has
cultivated so many opportunities for great conversations and
experiences which have helped
me question my faith and make
it my own.
Going forward, I am definitely going to miss this place, but
I think I am ready to move on.
As a freshman I would have never thought I’d want to leave college, but after four years in this
community, I feel ready to take
on this next chapter of life with
all these life lessons. Regardless
of what your four years at Taylor look like, I hope you’re able
to graduate knowing God better,
connecting to people more and
understanding yourself a little
better than you entered.
echo@taylor.edu

International
students
head
home
for
Christmas
Students scatter across
the world for break
Mariah Hurst
Staff Writer

Christmas break for Taylor’s international students will bring
experiences as diverse as the
places they call home.
Christmas break is one of the
most anticipated times of the
year for Taylor students to see
friends and family. Despite the
excitement, for students whose
homes are in crisis, it is also a
difficult dynamic to navigate.
For senior Andrea Leon,
watching the plight of her Venezuelan friends and family has
been difficult. When she was in
Valencia, Venezuela this past
summer, Leon noticed how her
home country continues to deteriorate. Thankfully, many of
Leon’s friends and family were
able to leave.
“Home in my heart is Venezuela, but my family just

moved to Spain in the summer,”
Leon said. “So I think that’s my
second home right now.”
For Christmas break, Leon
will visit her family in Madrid,
Spain for six weeks. She plans
to explore the city and travel to
London for a few days to visit a
friend from high school.
Like Leon, junior Joaquin
Hansen has been away from
his home, Chile, amidst the
most recent chain of protests
against the government. Despite Chile’s seemingly healthy
exterior, the current conflict
reveals this is a thin veneer.
The internal issues of corruption and deception were
hidden for 30 years, Hansen
said. Now, they finally are coming to light. Hansen believes
that people are affected directly and indirectly.
Those affected directly are
protesting on the streets and
getting shot by police, blinded
by pellet guns, tortured and
harassed.

“And then there’s the people
who (are) affected indirectly, which is my family because
it forms insecurity,” Hansend
said. “So my mom has this
small company, and she depends on the sales day by day.”
Unable to work for three
weeks, Hansen’s family was hit
by the conflict. Despite the intense events, he believes things
will get better by Christmas.
Hansen will be in Santiago, Chile seeing his family and
friends. One of the things he is
looking forward to most is seeing his many pets. His family
has four cats and three dogs.
“I really want to be with my
cats and dogs,” Hansen said.
“My family loves them. We love
to pick up animals.”
Like Hansen, senior Chin Yi
Oh will go home during Christmas break. For Oh, home is
Ipoh, Malaysia where she will
reunite with her family after a
year and a half of not seeing
them.

During the seven weeks in
Ipoh, Oh plans to celebrate the
Chinese New Year, eat a lot of
good food and enjoy time with
friends and family.
The Chinese New Year is a
beautiful time of intergenerational relationships between
grandparents, grandchildren,
cousins and friends of all ages.
“Kids usually get blessings in
the form of a red packet, (usually containing) money,” Oh
said. “It’s a form of blessings
when elders give the younger
generation blessings.”
Junior Christen Jacquottet
also looks forward to seeing
his family. He grew up in Normandy, France, a small village of about 100 people in the
French countryside.
Instead of returning to
France, Jacquottet will meet
his family in Cuba where they
hope to see vintage cars and
city-life over the course of 10
days.
“(I look forward to) just
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Sophomore Ela Alvarado Luna and many other international students will travel home for Christmas break.

experiencing the culture,” Jacquottet said. “(Cuba) seems
like such a mysterious place.
I have seen a few documentaries, but yeah I don’t know
much really I don’t know what

to expect.”
Scattered around the world,
Taylor’s international students
will enjoy special times with
those they love most.
echo@taylor.edu

“One of the biggest things I’ve learned during my
time at Taylor is “the grass is always greener,” but it’s
greener where you choose to water it.”
Senior reflects on lessons from college
experiences at Taylor
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La Paz to Upland: Hurst pursues faith, friendship, purpose
A walk in the life
of Mariah Hurst
Mackenzie Derico
Staff Writer

After moving from La Paz to Upland, freshman Mariah Hurst
is continuing her pursuit of
faith, friendship and purpose
at Taylor.
After moving from La Paz
to Upland, freshman Mariah
Hurst is continuing her pursuit
of faith, friendship and purpose
at Tayor.
Hurst grew up in Bolivia, a
small country located in central South America, with her
two older sisters, her mother,
and her father. She went to a
German-run school until second grade, then transferred to
Highlands International School,
an institution her father helped
start.

She also attended a church
called Iglesia Biblica de Mallasilla, which was partly started by her father. Hurst said she
loves the church because of its
diversity, strong community and
bold faith.
As the daughter of missionaries, Hurst said she feels blessed
to have grown up in Bolivia.
“The people that I met and
the experiences I had shaped
me in a profound way,” she said.
While she loves the beauty
and culture she experienced in
Bolivia, she also had family in
the U.S. Because of this, she often feels that she has a foot in
both worlds — Bolivia and the
United States.
Hurst came to know Christ
on Valentine’s Day when she
was just five years old. Since
then, she has gone on shortterm trips with her school,
coming to form a relationship

croc

thoughts
Reflecting on the
fall semester
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In this final column of the semester, I would like to return to
where we began. In the first Croc
Thoughts column of this school
year, we explored the new school
year as an opportunity to create
new rhythms.
Now that we have reached

with individuals from the Tacana tribe.
On one of these occasions,
Hurst was put in charge of
teaching about 30 rambunctious seven and eight-year-old
boys. At the end of the day she
felt discouraged, but soon afterwards a few of the boys ran back

up to her and excitedly asked for
another story.
“This taught me that God can
use you, even if what you’re doing does not necessarily match
your skill set,” Hurst said.
This past summer, a trip to
Colorado to attend the Summit
Ministries conference caused

Hurst to grow in her faith walk
as well. She had struggled with
doubt in the past, but during
this conference she was confronted with the statement that
‘a bout of doubt can make your
faith stronger.’
Hurst holds Psalm 77:11 close
to her heart, and now strives to
grow from every question and to
turn to God to remember who
God is and what he has done in
her life.
Each of these people, places and events helped to shape
Hurst into the person she is today and she is excited to begin her college career at Taylor
and see how she will continue
to change.
“I was drawn here because
of the intentional community, and the way that they went
about discipleship,” she said.
“There was a difference between
this school and others that I

the conclusion, it seems this is
an appropriate time to stop and
evaluate. How did we do? Did
we succeed in the task of creating healthy rhythms of work and
rest? Did we spend quality time
with ourselves, our friends and
our God?
For me, the answer is a resounding “no.”
I started the semester with big
dreams of getting enough sleep,
working only from 9–5, writing
for the Echo, doing a radio show,
being a PA and spending plenty of
time by myself and with my wing
and with my girlfriend and with

my other friends and going home
to see my family a few times and
all the many wonderful things
that are life-giving and exhausting at the same time.
Not so shockingly, I failed to
achieve these ridiculous dreams.
But, at the end of this difficult
semester, we have the opportunity to reflect and to move forward.
What went wrong? How did we
fall off the path?
Personally, I said “yes” to too
many good things. I suspect that
some of you can relate. Others
of you may not have said “yes”
enough times and feel like you

wasted a semester. Others may
have just said “yes” and “no” to
the wrong things and were left
longing to be doing something
else. Hopefully many of you said
“yes” and “no” at the right times
and enjoyed your semester
and hope to duplicate the feat
next semester.
Once we are able to detect the
source of our error, we can learn
from our mistakes and move into
next semester or life outside of
Taylor with a new direction. Regardless of how this semester
went, I encourage all of us to
spend time reflecting back and
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Freshman Mariah Hurst grew up in Bolivia.
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BACHELOR AND
BACHELORETTE

Matthew Oster
Sophomore:

He can sing the high notes in
a million dreams.

t
.
s
e
h
s
e
,
d
e

r

,
s
h

5

FRIDAY

Lynnea
Humrichous
Freshman:

Her friends like to call her Betty
Crocker because she’s actually a
master baker.

looked at.”
She also hopes to grow in her
skill set and knowledge of multimedia journalism so she can
communicate more effectively.
She looks forward to publishing the truth and hopes to give
a voice to the voiceless in her future career.
Hurst has many goals for the
future, including pursuing excellence in all she does, pursuing great friendships and
growing in her faith. As she
continues to cultivate wonder
and curiosity, she also wants to
be inclusive and aware of others, be an avid reader and learn
more about different cultures
and places around the world.
She is excited to start this new
chapter of her adventure at
Taylor and is ready to see how
God continues to work in and
through her.
echo@taylor.edu

using that to look forward. What
do you want to change or keep
the same in the next stage of life?
I pray this upcoming period of
ending, transition and new beginning will be one which allows for
reflection which helps us to move
along the road of conforming to
the image of Christ.
Thank you for taking the time
to read this column this semester. I genuinely hope that you are
able to look back on your semester with gratitude, and I hope this
column was a small source of joy
and growth.
echo@taylor.edu

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Mer Fenton @fenton_mer
Money really means nothing
when you need coffee during
dead week huh? #taylorU
Rachel Knight

@Knightbookworm

I am eating potato salad in
my room. It’s almost 9 PM.
Just another day in my life at
#tayloru
spoopy olson @s0phie0lson
Being home for thanksgiving
means walking up to sinks,
expecting them to start
automatically and being
confused when they don’t
#TaylorU
Emily Knight @manyartsofem
The real advantage of using
snapchat over holiday breaks
is seeing all your friend’s pets
#tayloru

Christmas Movie Crossword
Across
1. Bah humbug
3. You’ll shoot your eye out!
5. 4 main food groups...candy, candy cane,
candy corn and syrup
8. We’re all misfit toys
9. Merry Christmas ya filthy animal

Down
2. Faith is believing in things when common
sense tells us not to
4. Every time a bell rings, an angel gets his
wings
6. Maybe Christmas doesn’t come from a
store
7. I believe

Mer Fenton @fenton_mer
Being a #taylorU students is
just living in perpetual fear
that an overlooked Chick-fil-A
sauce will explode in your
backpack and hearing three
jokes a day about people
wanting Jeff Wallace to adopt
them.
emmaking @emkiingx
couples who wear the other
persons hall gear >>>>
#tayloru
Gillian @gilianhaenggi
People at Taylor will be like
“oh let me get the door for
you...” *pushes handicap
button which opens both
doors* #tayloru
Linda Karen Taylor

@LindaEdits

I spent 12 hours grading
this weekend. Only almost
caught up. All those
assignments seemed like
a good idea at the time ...
#tayloru
Kenz @kenzielincoln
watching @leahnicolee14
pick the tweets for the
newspaper and I really want
to be featured #tayloru

A&E

“Scorsese relies less on fancy
camera moves and more on
performances and emotion.”
‘The Irishman’ cuts through the
glamor of mobster lifestyle

December 6, 2019

TheEchoNews.com

6

FRIDAY

Seniors present self-directed shows on stage
Students get hands-on
directing experience
Mer Fenton
Staff Writer

A southern parody, a preacher
gone rouge and a duo of comedies. These final projects all
came to the stage this week.
On Wednesday, Dec. 4 and
Thursday, Dec. 5, a class of senior theatre arts majors showcased their talents by directing
and designing a series of oneact plays. This showcase is a
yearly occurrence, following
two classes in directing. Each
one-act is a two-scene play
which run for about ten minutes each. The plays cover a
variety of genres and themes
including comedy, tragedy, religion, family and horror.
However, this year had a special twist. The Directing II class
partnered with the advanced design class. Students who have
studied scenic, lighting and costume design came alongside the
student directors to further their
vision.
Tracy Manning, assistant
professor of theatre arts and
managing and artistic director
of theatre, sees incredible value in these experiences, as the

A&E
EVENTS
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Senior Darah Shepherd directs sophomore Hannah Embree and senior Peter Allen.

one-acts gave students a space to
learn and experiment with what
they have been taught.
“It’s important not just to learn
something in the classroom, but
then to be able to practice it,”
Manning said. “Practice it in a
space of grace, where failure is
fine and expected, where you can
solve problems together and learn
things together.”

The students picked their own
plays, which helped them better
understand theatre production.
For those who had never directed before, like seniors Brandt
Maina Mwaura and Darah Shepherd, this was a new experience.
For others, such as senior Andrew
Baker, this was an opportunity to
practice their craft. But no matter
what their past experience was, it

was a special time for all involved.
“I love that I get to hang out
with some friends and explore
comedy and tragedy and theatre for an hour or two,” Mwaura
said. “Being a director completely
transformed the way I work as an
actor. I am more conscious about
the work as a whole rather than
what I do as an individual.”
The one-acts give opportunities

such as this team building experience, but they also let students
experiment with many ideas they
have learned in the classroom in
real life for the first time.
Baker, who directed “For Whom
the Southern Belle Tolls” by Christopher Durang, appreciated having Manning as a resource as he
navigated his project.
“Often, she can help us better

Elementary students learn art in college classroom
Art education class gets
hands on experience
Kipp Miller
Staff Writer

C.S. Lewis and
Friends Tea
Case Against Xmas
Dec. 6 – 4 p.m.
Zondervan 142

Sounds of Noel
Chorale & Sounds
Dec. 7 – 7:30 p.m.
Euler Atrium

Sounds of Noel
Symphony Orchestra
Dec. 8 – 7:30 p.m.
Euler Atrium

Elementary kids gathered in
Metcalf Gallery to learn about
art from Taylor students for four
weeks and had an opportunity to
exhibit their work.
In a class called elementary art
education, Taylor students prepared art lessons for local elementary kids. The students met
with the children on Fridays from
4 to 5 p.m. for four weeks to give
their lessons.
There were approximately 40
elementary students between
kindergarten and sixth grade
enrolled in the After-School Art
Program. Most of the elementary students came from Eastbrook
South Elementary School in Upland, some came from Marion
and some were homeschooled.
In the class, Taylor art students
learned about children’s behaviors from when they are five years
old to sixth grade, then chose an
age group to work with. They
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Junior Bronte Fry and seniors Josie Starkey and Mallory Tyree led the kindergarten after school group.

prepared lesson plans using
different mediums and themes
appropriate for children of
that age.
“I taught the third and fourth
graders because everyone else
had already picked; but God
planned my lack of decision

because they were the best group
of kids I could have ever prayed
for,” said sophomore Kyrie Lewis.
Kathy Herrmann, assistant
professor of art, teaches the
class, which is required for art
education and pre-art therapy
majors. She started bringing in

elementary kids for this course
about 10 years ago.
On Friday, Nov. 22, the class
hosted an exhibition of the children’s work in Metcalf.
“I’m excited about the exhibit, where they have their work
out,” Herrmann said. “The kids

Wind Ensemble
Dec. 9 – 5:30 p.m.
Boren Campus Center

Gospel Choir
Cans N’ Chorus
Nov. 21 – 7 p.m.
Rediger Chapel

The Beautiful
Oct. 18 – Dec. 6
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Metcalf Gallery

will bring their parents, bring
their friends or family members
and they get to see their work on
display so it’s really kind of an affirming thing for these kids that
you don’t have to be an artist but
you can enjoy making and creating things. I like that.”
In order to bring in students,
Cindy Reishus, visual arts office
assistant, notifies schools like
Eastbrook and gets information about the After-School Art
Program into the school newsletters. Flyers are also distributed to nearby elementary schools.
Taylor also offers private art lessons, so Reishus contacts those
kids in case they are interested.
The private art program costs
$100 for eight lessons, but the After-School Art Program is only
$10.
“We try to keep it affordable
for families to come and bring
their kids,” Herrmann said.
“We’re not trying to make a lot of
money; just covering supplies.”
Herrmann will retire next year
and she hopes whoever takes her
place continues the program.
echo@taylor.edu

‘The Irishman’ cuts through the glamor of mobster lifestyle
Netflix original ponders
the life of a criminal

Holiday
Pops Concert

articulate what we want from our
actors or adjust blocking to give
the actors the structure they need
to achieve what the play is asking,”
Baker said.
Many of the plays addressed
hard questions. Shepherd’s one
act, “The Christians” by Lucas
Hnath, told the story of a pastor
who announces to his congregation that hell is not real, and they
will no longer behave as if it was.
For Shepherd, one value of the
play was that it guided others to
question what they think they
know and to consider hard possibilities about the world around
them. She hopes it encouraged
the audience to consider these
questions.
The ability for students to explore ideas they care about in a
way special to them — like Shepherd did — means a lot to Manning. The combination of this
with immediate and structured
feedback creates an invaluable
experience.
“They can trust their artistic
sensibilities and they can trust
their impulses,” Manning said.
“When they do that and they act
upon them, they can find they
are right together and that is
really a lovely thing.”
echo@taylor.edu

Lucas Bertsche
Contributor

“The Irishman” reunites legendary director Martin Scorsese with
Robert DeNiro and Joe Pesci in a
soon-to-be classic gangster epic
available now on Netflix.
The film chronicles the life of
mob hitman Frank Sheeran (DeNiro). Sheeran, a World War II
veteran, starts the film as a meat
delivery truck driver. However, his
life takes a turn when he meets
mobster Russel Bufalino (Pesci).
Bufalino hires him to “paint
houses,” i.e., to murder people.
Eventually, Sheeran works his
way up and comes under the employment of the famous Teamster
president Jimmy Hoffa (Al Pacino).
From there, the film unfolds into
a tense and tragic look at aging
and regret.
With a runtime of 3 hours and
29 minutes, calling “The Irishman” a long movie is an understatement. Furthermore, 80% of
the movie is talking. However, the
film is never boring. The characters are intriguing and the conversations are riveting.

Photograph provided by Netflix

Robert DeNiro and Joe Pesci reunite in Martin Scorsese’s newest movie.

What really makes this film fly
by though are the performances.
DeNiro hasn’t been this fantastic
for a couple decades. He gives a
very lowkey performance, but the
amount of emotion he conveys in
his eyes alone is astounding.
The supporting cast is out of
this world too. Pacino is wonderful as Hoffa. His character isn’t as
reserved as the others, giving him
a chance to shine. He may overdo
it at times, but it’s still his best performance in years. Harvey Keitel,

Ray Romano, Anna Paquin and
Stephen Graham also give notable performances.
However, it’s Pesci who steals
the movie. In previous collaborations with Scorsese, Pesci always
played the hothead. Conversely,
in “The Irishman,” he’s very quiet
and never loses his cool. Yet he radiates power. One look from him
communicates more than a thousand words ever could.
Scorsese’s direction is also
worth mentioning. He’s a legend

and a veteran of the gangster
genre, which this film further cements. However, “The Irishman”
isn’t as flashy as his previous
films “Goodfellas” and “Casino.”
Scorsese relies less on fancy camera moves and more on performances and emotion. He does a
great job of injecting tension into
what would otherwise be a boring
scene. For example, he turned a
car ride and a conversation about
fish into the most white-knuckled
scene of the movie.

One unique choice Scorsese
made was to use digital effects
to “de-age” the lead actors. The
film spans the course of several
decades, so the only way to have
DeNiro (76) play a 45-year-old was
to digitally make him look younger. For the most part, it works very
well, but there are definitely a few
scenes where the effects look fake
and distracting. Also, the de-aging
technology only affects the actor’s
face and not their movements. It’s
quite obvious DeNiro is 76, especially in scenes with a lot of action. However, this doesn’t detract
from the film overall.
Even with all the other positives, what really makes “The
Irishman” stand out is the third
act. The film doesn’t wrap with a
huge CGI battle as many do nowadays. It simply punches you in
the gut with themes of dealing
with consequences and mortality that have been building under
the surface. The last shot is truly haunting.
It’s certainly a time commitment, but anyone with Netflix and
a free afternoon should check this
film out. It is well worth the time.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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Senior Karolina Kahle decorating her tree for Christmas.

Our View

Are we courteous
around Christmas?

Decorations, dorm open houses, desserts and deafening
Christmas music sounds like
the most enjoyable way to
spend the weeks before Christmas to many students here on
campus.
However, there are multiple
students who struggle with the
other words that can surface
during this time of year: dread
and depression.
Mental illness can flare up for
some in these winter months,
while the Christmas season can
bring back negative emotions
for others. Is Taylor’s campus
and community being courteous toward those who might
not enjoy this season as much
as the rest?
With Christmas being a season that celebrates Christ incarnate and the core story of
our faith, the dislike of this season can seem offensive, but for
most it isn’t the “Christian” aspect that is challenging. Taylor University loves Christmas
— and for good reason — but
sometimes we don’t consider
our friends and peers who don’t
love it quite as much.
Even reading this, you might
call to mind that one person
whose room looks like Santa’s
workshop or whose car radio
is always blaring Justin Bieber’s
“Mistletoe.”
Sophomore Mer Fenton explained why the Christmas
season is hard for some people.
She pointed out those with difficult family situations having to
spend much more time in their
household during this season.
She also talked about seasonal
affective disorder (SAD).
According to the American
Psychological Association,
SAD is a regular seasonal pattern of major depressive episodes during the fall and winter
months. The symptoms are similar to non-seasonal depression,
but follow the seasonal pattern.
Psychology Today stated SAD
affects over 10 million Americans with another 10–20% experiencing mild SAD. Fenton
said she experiences sensory
processing and stress which
is more prominent around the
Christmas season.
“I have learned that for my
own sake, I sometimes have to
withdraw from the festivities,

and just generally do not have
the same excitement for the
season that most have,” Fenton
said. “However, a lot of people in
the past have taken this personally, or have resorted to writing
me off as a ‘Scrooge’ or ‘Grinch.’”
In addition to the mental illness surfacing, there are also
those who have experienced
traumatic events in holiday
seasons past or who are grieving the death of a loved one this
year for the first time.
For families who are not financially stable, this time can
be stressful and overwhelming as there are extra expenses
piled on.
We at The Echo have been
challenged to be more courteous and gracious toward others
in this Christmas season, and
would love to extend that challenge to our readers. However,
we might not know the best way
to go about this.
Kay Keller, nationally certified counselor and licensed
mental health counselor, gave
guidance on how to interact
with our struggling friends or
peers. Keller has worked at
the Taylor Counseling Center
throughout many of these difficult seasons.
“I think it’s important to not
make assumptions about what
home is like for other people,”
Keller said. “I think it’s important to check-in with people
and ask what it’s like at home
for them . . . and to listen and
empathize if home is hard for
people. I think it’s important
to not give others advice for
what to do with their difficult
home environment.”
She also said not to underestimate the impact of simply
being present with people or
reaching out to a person who
has a complicated home situation over Christmas break.
No student can be certain if
their peers and friends experience these seasons of depression or feelings of dread toward
the holiday unless they ask. We
encourage the Taylor community to be curious and courteous
toward others in this holiday
season. After all, we each call
this place home and we each
play a role in making Taylor the
community it is.
echo@taylor.edu

“Hours and hours and hours a day are
sucked away by streaming, social media
and video games.”
The community killer on campus

December 6, 2019

7

FRIDAY

Controversy about Scripture
Sola scriptura
and backlash

“Do you have a specific Scripture
reference to back that up?”
This is a phrase I have often
been faced with when presenting theological arguments and
one I am sure I have uttered myself in the past. However, within
this phrase lies a dangerous idea
which has taken root in Protestant thought: the modern usage
of sola scriptura.
“(Sola scriptura) seeks to recognize God’s written revelation
in the Bible as the final authority
in matters of faith and practice,”
said Greg MaGee, associate professor of biblical studies.
It was a rallying cry of the
Protestant Reformation, intended to bring a focus back to
the Scriptures. It was used as an
argument against several Catholic dogmas at the time, which
Protestants believed went
against scriptural teaching.
The Catholic Church acknowledged that traditions which go
against the commands of God
ought not be followed. However, Catholics do not see dogmas
and traditions as being condemned by Scripture, instead
believing all dogmas are supported by Scripture.
This is the primary problem
with sola scriptura. Differing
views on biblical interpretation will change what are seen
as plain scriptural truths. The
bible is gray in many areas and
theologies are often based off

Photograph by Hannah Waltz

The concept of sola scriptura has its downfalls.

what one believes to be objective Scripture but are, in fact,
interpretations.
The idea of sola scriptura can
leave interpretation up to each
individual person, allowing everyone to create their own personal version of biblical truth for
themselves.
“The potential danger with
sola scriptura is . . . that (believers) would practice autonomous
interpretation, apart from any
accountability to the broader
global church,” said Magee, who
believes in sola scriptura.
This is a problem, since we are
not called to live a solitary and
unique faith but rather a corporate one as part of the body of
Christ.
Jim Spiegel, professor of philosophy and religion and a Protestant, said he is skeptical of
“sola scriptura.”
The second problem with sola
scriptura is linked to the first —
the problem of authority. The
modern Protestant church is
split into countless different
churches, denominations and

factions. Many of them interpret
passages differently and not just
on minor topics.
Some churches are queer-afffirming, some are not. Some
churches are pro-life, some are
not. Other Protestant churches believe baptism is merely a
ceremony, while some believe it
is vital for salvation. These are
not minor doctrinal disputes,
but huge questions and every
denomination feels like it has
the best approach as informed
by Scripture.
On top of that, different
churches differ on what books
should be included in the Old
Testament. The Bible has no
statement on what books should
be included. How can we have
sola scriptura when we’re not
even decided on what books the
Bible should contain?
It is time many modern Protestants made a truly critical
examination of sola scriptura,
especially since it can be argued
that it fails its own test by not
being mentioned specifically in
the Bible.

“Nothing for Abraham was
written down, the relationship
comes first,” said Byzantine
Catholic Priest Father Thomas
Loya. “Tradition is older. In the
New Testament, they didn’t start
writing it until 40 to 50 years after Christ.”
2 Thessalonians 2:15 reads, “So
then, brethren, stand firm and
hold to the traditions which you
were taught, whether by word of
mouth or by letter from us.” This
alone seems to point towards
revelation being given to the early church that is not contained
in writing, and that is contained
in writing we have lost.
To base one’s spirituality solely
off of what is recorded in an incomplete collection of writings
compiled hundreds of years after their original authorship
seems risky to me.
“Our existence is about a relationship, not a book, life with
God was in practice before it
was written, it is not superior
to Scripture, but it did precede
Scripture,” Loya said.
echo@taylor.edu

The community killer on our campus
Is there room for
technology in the LTC?

I’ve had the privilege of being on campus multiple times
when the power goes out. It
feels like the campus is transported back in time. The lights
are off. TVs are off. Phones and
laptops die.
This crazy thing happens
where people really interact,
not through a screen, but face
to face. People sit out in the
hallway and talk. People play
cards. My personal favorite is
when people started slap-boxing. My true experiences of intentional community at Taylor
have happened when the power is out.
However, when the power
is back on, the screens return.
Netflix starts looping again. We
scroll through Instagram. The
video game consoles turn back
on. We return to the sad reality
that our generation has a true
addiction to technology as a
means of entertainment.
Hours and hours and hours a
day are sucked away by streaming, social media and video
games. Now, like other mediums, technology can be used
for good or bad. For example,
watching a movie as a group
or playing a fun game of Mario
Kart together can develop camaraderie and great memories.
But, it seems that scrolling
through social media, binging Netflix or spending hours
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Sites like Instagram can stunt the growth of good community.

a day playing video games link
to isolation, depression, anxiety
and purposelessness as noted
in Harvard Health Publishing.
Yet no one on campus seems
to mind.
Technology as entertainment
seems analogous to alcohol. In
one sense, they’re both a gift
from God that can build community, connections and conversation. But, when misused or
stewarded poorly, they can both
have destructive consequences.
I conducted a brief survey
of students on campus, simply
asking if technology or alcohol
is more detrimental to spiritual growth. Most students from
the survey admitted the negative effects of technology as
entertainment, such as loneliness, anxiety and addiction are
much more likely to be a wedge
between the student and God
than the negative effects of
alcohol.
So, if the Life Together

Covenant (LTC) consists of the,
“Expectations for a community seeking academic progress, personal development,
and spiritual growth,” should it
start addressing the epidemic
of technology on campus?
Helen Blaszczak, sophomore,
described last year that she had
developed the habit of watching a few hours of Netflix after
class. She said, “I wish someone
had called me out on this. I wish
they had done it lovingly, but I
was stuck in a habit of wasting
time. I had to get out of it on
my own.”
Senior Nathan Margosian,
talked about a friend on campus playing video games for
four to six hours a day. He
asked, “When is it my responsibility to step in?”
Last week, I walked through
Third West Wengatz. I saw
about fifteen guys with doors
open, and every single one was
absorbed in a screen of some

sort, but this is not unique to
Third West or Wengatz. These
are some of the many examples
of the destructive sides of students’ experiences with technology as entertainment.
Andy Crouch writes in his
book “The Tech-Wise Family”
on technology from a Christian
perspective, and he calls us to
put it in its “proper place.” I’m
not calling for an absolute abstention from technology as the
LTC does for alcohol, rather, we,
as a community, should seek to
find the proper place for technology in our lives as Christians
and put it there.
I think many of us would
agree we don’t have it in its
proper place, so this seems like
an opportunity for Taylor students and administration to be
progressive. Rather than letting
its students become prey, let’s
address technology as entertainment together.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Ever since we were almost selected our
freshman year, seeing that excellence early
gave us that drive.”
Women’s soccer finishes a historic season
in Tennessee
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Taylor succeeds at National Championship
Men’s Track and Field
12/7 Q Elite Half Marathon (N)
12/7 Mastodon Open (N) 11 a.m.

Women’s Track and Field
112/7 Q Elite Half Marathon (N)
12/7 Mastodon Open (N) 11 a.m.

Women’s Basketball
12/7 Bethel University (A) 3 p.m.

Men’s Basketball

12/6 Ohio Chillicothe (Silent Night) 6 p.m.
12/7 Bethel University (A) 5 p.m.

Scoreboard
Results from Taylor
Athletics
Men’s Cross Country

11/22 NAIA National Championships 2nd of 37

Women’s Cross Country

11/22 NAIA National Championships 6th of 37

Women’s Soccer
11/22 (National Tournament)
Columbia College

L 1-4

Women’s Basketball
Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Taylor men’s and women’s teams placed in the top six at the National Championship in Vancouver, Wash.

Both teams have
runners place in top 30
Caleb Amick
Staff Writer

Taylor’s cross country teams
ended their seasons with
both placing in the top 10 at
the NAIA National Championship on Nov. 22 in Vancouver,
Wash.
Thirty-seven men’s and
women’s teams competed at
nationals. Of the 37, Taylor’s
men’s team placed 2nd, while
the women’s team placed 6th.
Taylor received 2nd place
overall due to both teams’
combined scores.

The fastest runner for the
men’s team was junior Daniel Gerber with a 7th place
finish and a time of 25:05.9.
This was Gerber’s second year
competing in the national
tournament.
Running an 8K in under 25
minutes has been a highlight
of Gerber’s season, which has
given him confidence for the
upcoming track season, he
said.
“I am excited to run even
faster times on the track,” Gerber said.
For the women’s team, the
fastest runner was junior Sara
Harden who took 5th place
with a time of 17:51.9. Winning

fifth place gave her confidence
to keep it moving into indoor
and outdoor track season this
spring, Harden said.
“I placed fifth which was
really cool, I ’ve been an
All-American every year and
have more confidence to improve,” Harden said.
According to Harden, this
season was the first year
both teams were together under Head Coach Quinn
White. Harden believes the
teams’ success is due to the
effectiveness of White’s training regimen.
Harden also attributed the
team’s success to their relationships with each other. She

believes this made the overall
experience great, especially
the trip to Nationals which
highly enjoyed.
In addition to their placings,
five Trojans won the All-American award, which are given to
runners who place in the top
30 at Nationals.
Gerber, junior Josh Roth and
senior Hunter Smith from the
men’s team along with Harden
and junior Livy Schroder from
the women’s team received
All-American awards.
Harden is the first runner
in the history of the women’s
program to win the All-American award three times.
This was Gerber, Smith and

Roth’s first time receiving
the award.
“(The National Championship was) a great celebration of Taylor cross country,”
White said.
Both Gerber and Harden
are already looking forward
to next season. Even though a
number of seniors are graduating, Harden believes the team
will remain strong because all
of the top runners will still be
around next season.
The men’s team will lose the
following seniors: Seth Harden, Connor Legge, Shauntis
Lewis, Reid Otto and Hunter
Smith. The women’s team will
lose: Taylor Bluemel, Naomi

11/26 Marian University
12/4 Grace College

W 76-60
W 86-75

Men’s Basketball
11/26 Marian University
12/3 Grace College

L 68-88
L 70-81

Top 25 Polls
Women’s Basketball............No.15
Women’s Cross Country.....No. 6
Men’s Cross Country...........No. 2

Noyes, Megan Harrison and
Maddie Weeden.
“We’ll have a pretty strong
team next year, we’re returning a lot of our top runners
and next year we’ll have an
opportunity to place higher
than we’ve ever placed,” Harden said.
echo@taylor.edu

Women’s soccer finishes a historic season in Tennessee

Trojans make nationals
for first time in history
Nathaniel Boer
Staff Writer

Years in the making, Taylor
women’s soccer made their
first trip to the NAIA National Championship in program history.
After two weeks of waiting
to hear if they had received an
at-large bid and a long drive to
Pulaski, Tennessee, the Trojans were able to fulfill their
goal of making it to the National Tournament.
The Trojans fell in the first
round to Columbia College 1-4.
In a game characterized by
rain and a muddy field, Columbia scored their first goal within three minutes. The Cougars
continued scoring, posting two
more goals within the next 13
minutes of play.
Columbia scored on the
first three of their attempts on
goal, the first time Head Coach
Scott Stan had ever seen such

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Taylor women’s soccer lost in Nationals but had a season full of milestones.

a feat.
Taylor played 90 grueling
minutes through the mud in
a physical match in which
they were only able to post
three shots on goal. Finally, in
the 86th minute, the Trojan’s
hard effort culminated in their
lone goal that was assisted

by senior Hannah Waltz and
scored by junior Emma Walsh.
Only to have Columbia score
12 seconds later.
Throughout the match Columbia dominated the ball,
outshooting Taylor 15-4, five
of which were corner kicks.
“The weather was really bad,

we tried to stay positive, keep
the game morale up,” said senior Hannah Davis. “We refocused, and were intentional
about encouraging the little things.”
The loss marks the official
end of the season.
Sophomores Linli Tu and

Riley Massey were named to
the All-Crossroads League
Team, with sophomore Erin
Teevans also receiving an
honorable mention. This was
Massey’s second time making
the All-Crossroads League
Team and she was also named
a Second-Team Academic

All-American.
“Making Nationals was a
goal every year since we were
freshmen,” Davis said. “Ever
since we were almost selected our freshman year, seeing
that excellence early gave us
that drive.”
Taylor will be losing eight of
their players at the end of the
season: seniors Lauren Cammarano, Sarah Bade, Hannah
Davis, Hannah Waltz and Danielle Toren, and juniors Megan
Williams, Jourdan Lehman
and Emma Walsh.
The senior class set two Taylor records in their tenure by
posting 50 wins, 38 of which
were shutouts.
“Our goal for next year is to
have another great year, make
Nationals and have an even
longer drive to Alabama for
the second round,” Stan said.
Taylor brings back 17 lettermen, eight of their starters and three out of their top
four scorers.
The Trojans have won at
least 12 games in their season

Jason Hubbard

Merideth Deckard
Basketball

Basketball

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Accounting and Finance

Photograph by Lauren Cammarano

Softball

•

(765) 998-7261

Hometown

Martinsville, IN

Lauren James

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

Year

Sophomore

Shooting Guard

•

Major
Position
Funniest Teammate

Fav o r i t e S p o r t B e s i d e s Yo u r
Own

Sophomore
Miamisburg, OH
Sports Management
Small Fo rward
CJ Penha
FOOTBALL
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